
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FALL 
ACTIVITIES 2018 
Family Fun in Austin, TX 

Compiled by 

 



MUSEUMS 
 
Low Cost Austin Children’s Museum: The Thinkery 

Exhibits and programs for children ages 0-11 and their families. Free admission for all 
with a WIC, EBT, CHIP or MAP identification card. $12 or free for children 0-23 mos. 
Hours: Tuesday – Friday: 10 AM to 5 PM | Saturday and Sunday 10 AM to 5 PM 
Community Night Wednesdays 4 PM to 8 PM (admission by donation) 
Location: 1830 Simond Ave, Austin, TX 78723 
Phone: 512-469-6200 

 
Free/  Bullock Museum 
Low Cost The Bullock Museum offers a comprehensive view of the history of Texas. 

H-E-B Free First Sunday: “Rodeo” this June 3, 2018 from 12 PM to 5 PM with free 
admission all day and fun family activities from 12 PM to 3 PM. First Sundays in July 
and August will also be free with special events. 
Regular Admission: $13 for adults, $9 for ages 4-17, and free for ages 3 and under. 
Hours: Monday – Saturday 9 AM to 5 PM | Sunday 12 PM to 5 PM 
Location: 1800 Congress Ave., Austin, TX 78705 
Phone: (512)-936-8746 
 

Free  Blanton Museum of Art 
Located on the UT campus, this wonderfully diverse art museum is always free for 
ages 12 and under. Cost is $5 for ages 13-21, $9 for adults, and $7 for ages 65+. 
Thursdays are FREE for everyone. 
Hours: Tuesday – Friday 10 AM to 5 PM | Closed Monday | Sunday 1 PM to 5 PM 
Location: 200 East MLK Junior Blvd, Austin, TX 78712 (MLK at Congress) 
Phone: 512-471-5482 

 
Free  Harry Ransom Center 

With extensive collections of rare books, manuscripts, photography, film, art, and the 
performing arts, the Center is full of interesting things to look at and learn from. Free, 
donations accepted. Tours at noon daily, Thursday 6 PM. 2 PM Saturday & Sunday. 
Hours: Monday – Wednesday & Friday 10 AM – 5 PM | Thursdays 10 AM – 7 PM | 
Saturday & Sunday 12 PM – 5 PM 
Location: 300 W 21st St. Austin, TX 78712 
Phone: 512-471-8944 

 
Free  Mexic-Arte Museum 

Mexic-Arte Museum is a fine arts museum in Austin, Texas. The Mission of the 
organization is to enrich and educate the community through the presentation and 
promotion of traditional and contemporary Mexican, Latino, and Latino art and culture. 
Admission is $5 for adults, $4 for seniors and students, and $1 for children 12 & under. 
Hours: Mon – Thurs 10 AM to 6 PM | Fri & Sat 10 AM to 5 PM | Sun 12 PM – 5 PM  
Location: 419 N Congress Ave, Austin, TX 78701 
Phone: 512-480-9373 

 
Free  Austin Fire Museum 

This museum features firefighter’s relics dating back to the 1870s. Exploring the history 
of Austin’s brave firefighters at this historical site is a great way to learn and have fun 
with your family. Free admission. 
Hours: Saturday and Sunday 12 PM – 5 PM, weekdays by appointment 
Location: 401 East 5th St. Austin TX 78702 
Phone: 512-974-0130 



Free  The Contemporary Austin 
Showcasing two renowned and architecturally unique locations, The Contemporary 
Austin brings multidisciplinary exhibitions, engaging programs, and enticing special 
events to the city's visual arts landscape. Admission is free for everyone on Tuesdays, 
and always free for anyone under 18 years old  (adult admission is $5 on non-
Tuesdays and covers both locations on the same day). 

  Two Locations: Jones Center, 700 Congress Ave., Austin, TX 78701 
   Hours: Closed Mon | T – Sat 11 AM – 7 PM | Sun 12 PM – 5 PM  

       Laguna Gloria, 3809 West 35th St., Austin, TX 78703 
     Hours: Closed Mon | T – Sun 10 AM – 4 PM 
  Phone: Jones Center 512-453-5312 
    Laguna Gloria 512-458-8191 
 
Free   Courthouse Tours at The Williamson Museum 

Meet at the Museum and get set up with some of our wonderful tour guides and take a 
trip back in time as you tour our historic County Courthouse. Tours start at 1:30, 2:30 & 
3:30pm on Fridays and Saturdays. Tours are free, last about 45 minutes and are 
handicapped accessible. Please call ahead if you have a party of 7 or more, or to 
schedule a private tour 512-943-1670. 
Location: 716 S. Austin Ave, Georgetown, TX, 78626 
Dates: Fridays & Saturdays throughout the summer 

 
Free/  LBJ Museum 
Low Cost  The LBJ Presidential Library is the product of President Lyndon B. Johnson’s desire to 

make all the records of his administration available to all Americans, and to let them 
render their own verdict as to his place in history. The library’s mission is to preserve 
and protect historical materials, to increase public awareness of the American 
experience, and to advance the intellectual activities of the community. Admission is 
$10 for adults and $3 for youth ages 13 to 17. Children 12 and under enter for free. 
See website for the list of 8 days per year when admission is free, Parking is also free 
and open to the public in parking lot #38. 
Hours: Every day 9 AM to 5 PM 
Location: 2313 Red River Street Austin, TX 78705 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



NATURE & PARKS 
 
Low Cost Austin Zoo 

Austin Zoo is a pleasant Hill Country zoo where visitors from around the world can 
come to learn about and see animals. You are welcome to bring your own food and 
beverages. Adult admission is $11, seniors is $10, children 12 an under is $8. 
Hours: Open daily 9:30 AM – 6 PM, no admissions after 5 PM 
Location: 10808 Rawhide Trail, Austin, TX 78736 

 
Free  Congress Avenue Bridge Bats 

You’ll want to arrive early to get a good spot for viewing. The bats generally come out 
right after the sun sets, but they could emerge up to 30 minutes before or after. The 
black cloud of bats is a sight to behold, and there are several places from which you 
can get a great view:  

 Ann W. Richards Congress Avenue Bridge 

 Austin-American Statesman Bat Observation Area 

 Lady Bird Lake 
Bat viewers can park in the Austin-American Statesman parking lot at 305 S. Congress 
Ave starting at $6 for 4 hours. Parking is available at the Radisson Hotel & Suites for a 
per-hour fee. Parking meters in the downtown area are NOT enforced after 6 PM 
Monday – Wednesday. 
Bat Hotline: 512-327-9721 

 
Free  Mount Bonnell 

This spot has been popular since the 1850s as a picnic place, hiking area, or just a 
place to admire the views of the Colorado River. The view is spectacular at sunset. 
Free street parking is available. 

  Location: 3800 Mount Bonnell Road, Austin, TX 78731 
 
Free  Barton Creek Greenbelt 

7.9 miles long with sheer cliff walls, lush vegetation, and popular swimming areas, the 
Greenbelt is truly a treasure. This area makes for a fantastic walk. 

  Hours: 5 AM – 10 PM 
Location: 3755-B Capital of TX Hwy, Austin, TX 78704 (Loop 360 Entrance) 

 
Free  Lake Pflugerville  

Instead of driving 4 hours to Galveston, you and your family could enjoy this beach and 
park which is only a short drive from Austin! 
Hours: 6 AM – 10 PM daily 
Location: 18216 Weiss Lane, Pflugerville, TX 78660 

  
Free  Zilker Metropolitan Park 

Zilker is considered “Austin’s most loved park” and home to a variety of recreation 
opportunities and special events on its 350 acres. 
Hours: 5 AM – 10 PM 

  Location: 2100 Barton Springs Road, Austin, TX 78704 
 
Low Cost McKinney Falls State Park 

Swimming, camping, hiking, mountain biking, road biking, picnicking, fishing and 
wildlife observation are popular activities at this park where Onion Creek splashes over 
limestone ledges into pools. Adult admission is $6, and free for children 12 and under. 

  Hours: 8 AM – 10 PM 
  Location: 5808 McKinney Falls Parkway, Austin, TX 78744 



Free  Walter E. Long Municipal Park 
This park is very close to Manor, Texas and offers opportunities for fishing, volleyball, 
trails/hiking, and picnic tables. 
Location: 2006 Blue Bluff Rd, Austin, TX 78724 

 
OTHER FUN 
 
Free  Read with a Ranger 

You and your children are invited to story time with the Austin Park Rangers. A Ranger 
will read a nature-based story and follow it up with a hands-on lesson about Leave No 
Trace and Responsible Recreation! The event will be held indoors if raining, or in the 
outdoor classroom if it is clear. 
Hours: Every third Tuesday at 9:30 AM 
Location: Zilker Caretaker Cottage, 2105 Andrew Zilker Road 
 

Low Cost   Austin Bouldering Project 
Austin Bouldering Project offers fitness classes, yoga, and of course, bouldering. Their 
rock walls get changed out frequently so each visit will be a new experience. Single-
day passes are $12 for ages 17 and under, and shoes are free of charge the first time. 
Hours: Monday-Friday 6 AM – 11 PM | Saturday & Sunday 9 AM – 10 PM 
Location: 979 Springdale Rd, Austin TX 78702 Suite #150 
Website: https://austinboulderingproject.com/ 

 
Low Cost Austin Aquarium 

Open 10 am to 8 pm daily, tickets are free for children 2 and under, and $8.95 for older 
children. Come explore the 35 exhibits of reptiles, amphibians, and fish here Austin. 
Website: https://www.austinaquarium.com/about-us/  

 
Low Cost Pioneer Farms 

Made up of six themed areas, Pioneer farms features self-guided tours that let you 
explore the history of Texas. Explore over 90 acres of wooded nature with family and 
friends! Cost is $8 for visitors ages 13 and over, and $6 for children ages 3-12. 
Children 2 and under are free. 
Website: https://www.pioneerfarms.org/planyourvisit/#  

 
Free  Austin Nature and Science Center 

The Nature and Science Center is opened from 9 am to 5 pm Monday through 
Saturday, and from noon to 5 pm on Sunday. The Center is great for families and 
offers large areas of exhibits, wildlife, nature, and much more!  
Website: https://austintexas.gov/department/austin-nature-and-science-center  

 
Free  Movies in the Park 

The Austin Parks Foundation will host family friendly movies this fall under the night 
sky. Bring your picnic, blankets, and chairs and enjoy the show. 
Hours: Movies start at varying times after sunset. Check website for details. 
Location: Various parks in Austin neighborhoods. See website for specific location. 
Website: https://www.austinparks.org/our-events/movies/  
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Low Cost Free Ice Skating for Ages 5 and Under 
Chaparral Ice is a family-owned skating rink. Monday through Friday, children under 
the age of five receive free admission to the rink. Skate rental is $5 for children and 
adults, and adult admission is $9 (note: on weekends, children’s admission is only $5, 
including skate rental.) 
Hours: Mondays & Wednesdays 12 PM – 5 PM | Tuesdays, Thursdays & Fridays 1 PM 
– 5 PM | Saturdays 12 PM to 3 PM & 5:45 PM to 7:45 PM | Sundays 12 PM – 2:30 PM 
Location: Northcross Mall, 2525 W. Anderson Ln., Austin, TX 78757 
Phone: 512-252-8500 
Website: http://www.chaparralice.com/generalpublic  
 

Free  Music in the Park – Pflugerville 
The annual Music In The Park outdoor concert series showcases a variety of live 
bands and one movie night on selected Friday nights. There's no admission charge, so 
bring lawn chairs, pfurry friends, blankets, picnic baskets, friends and neighbors for a 
free evening of music, entertainment and relaxation. 
Hours: Friday nights from 7:30 PM to 9:30 PM on September 7 (movie night – Coco!) 
14, and 22. See website for band information. 
Location: Pfluger Park, 515 City Park Road, Pflugerville, TX, 78660 
Website: http://www.pflugervilletx.gov/for-visitors/events/music-in-the-park  

 
Free  Baby Play Date at Toybrary Austin   
  This weekly event is for babies 0-6 months old. Babies can expand their minds by
  enjoying the fun toys at the toybrary. 
  Hours: Every Tuesday from 1 PM to 3 PM 
  Location: Toybrary Austin, 2001 Justin Lane, Austin TX, 78757 

Website: http://toybraryaustin.com/ 
 
 
FALL FESTIVALS 
 
Free  Viva La Vida Fest at the Mexic-Arte Museum 

Mexic-Arte Museum’s Viva La Vida Fest is Austin’s largest and longest-running Día de 
los Muertos (Day of the Dead) festival. The festival features a Grand Procession from 
12-1 PM, the Education Pavilion with hands-on art activities and artist demos, and a 
celebration with traditional foods, local artist and retail booths, a low-rider exhibition, 
live music and performances throughout the day. 
Hours: Saturday, October 27, 2018 from 12 PM to 6 PM 
Location: Arrive at the 100-200 block of E. 4th Street, Austin TX 78701 
Website: http://mexic-artemuseumevents.org/vlv17about/ 

 
Free  Pecan Street Festival 

The Pecan Street Festival is a free two-day arts festival held twice yearly in downtown 
Austin. Taking place the first Saturday & Sunday in May and the last Saturday & 
Sunday in September, the juried festival attracts hundreds of local and national 
artisans offering original handcrafted creations in a variety of mediums, from metal, 
wood, fiber, clay, leather, glass and stone to repurposed materials of all kinds. 

  Hours: Saturday & Sunday September 29 – 30, 2018 
Location: Austin’s Sixth Street Historic District between Brazos Street and I-35 
Website: http://pecanstreetfestival.org/about/ 
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Free  17th Annual Mother Earth Day Festival 
The Mother Earth Day is a “Back-To-Nature School Bash” for and about the Barton 
Springs and Barton Creek watershed. The festival features games, interactive booths, 
art, giant hula hoops and turtles, and music from three local family-friendly bands. 

  Hours: September 14, 2018 from 9 AM to 1 PM (Rain date September 18) 
Location: Zilker Park in a large picnic area, across the parking lot from Zilker Hillside 
Theater, next to Barton Springs pool & bath house. 2100 Barton Springs Rd. 

  Website: http://www.motherearthdayfest.com/home/  
 
Free  Chalk Walk Festival 

The Chalk Walk Festival is Round Rock’s largest festival for the arts. The highlight of 
the event are the hundreds of artists who showcase their beautiful sidewalk murals. In 
addition to the sidewalk chalk murals, the Chalk Walk Festival will showcase local 
artists and artisans, community performers, non-profits, and businesses. PLUS, this 
year features new children’s activities in the Sprouts Kids Zone, youth performances on 
the School of Rock stages, and a concert on Friday AND Saturday night. 
Hours: Friday, October 5 - 5 PM to 9:30 PM & Saturday, October 6 - 9 AM to 9:30 PM 
Location: Centennial Plaza 301 W. Bagdad Street in downtown Round Rock, TX 
Website: https://roundrockarts.org/2018/06/16/chalk-walk-festival-2018/ 

 
Free/  Austin Powwow and American Indian Heritage Festival 
Low Cost The Austin Powwow preserves and promotes the traditions, heritage and culture of 

American Indians in Texas. There is a Native American Food Court, Native American 
vendors selling authentic jewelry and American Indian art, as well as Native crafting 
supplies and regalia. Native storytellers and musicians share their traditions and history 
with children at the outdoor Festival stage, and American Indian dancers from tribes all 
over the United States and Canada compete in contemporary and traditional dance. 
Hours: November 3, 2018 from 9 AM to 10 PM. $5 for adults for free ages 12 & under. 

  Location: Travis County Expo Center, 7311 Decker Ln, Austin TX, 78724 
Website: http://www.crazycrow.com/site/event/austin-powwow-american-indian-
heritage-festival/ 

 
Free  LifeKids Fall Festival 

LifeAustin, a church in southwest Austin, is hosting a family festival featuring a wide 
selection of food trucks, free carnival rides, bounce houses, football, and much more. 
Hours: Saturday, September 29, 2018 from 3 PM to 9 PM 
Location: LifeAustin Ampitheater, 8901 Hwy 71 West, Austin, Texas, 78735 

 
SPORTS 
 
Free/  YMCA 
Low Cost *Serving Travis, Hays, Bastrop counties, and more* The YMCA of Austin is 

constantly growing and expanding our youth and adult sports program. The program 
hosts a variety of sports for all ages. All youth leagues focus on teaching youth 
teamwork, friendships, skills and respect for coaches, players and self. Sports 
programs include martial arts, basketball, swimming (lessons include water 
acclimation, stroke introduction and stroke development), gymnastics, dance, & soccer.  
Location: 3208 Red River Austin, TX 78705 and other locations 
Phone: 512-322-9622 
Website: https://www.austinymca.org/programs/sports 
For swimming programs visit: https://www.austinymca.org/programs/swimming 
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Low Cost Soccer Shots 
Soccer Shots holds soccer camps for kids of all ages in neighborhoods throughout 
Austin. Check out the website for locations and dates of fall and winter programs. For 
programs taking place in parks, any resident of Austin may register. 
Location: Various neighborhoods in Austin. See website. 
Website: https://www.soccershots.org/austin/programs/  

 
Low Cost Austin Youth Sports 

Offered by the City of Austin, sports range from cheerleading, to football, to basketball, 
to soccer. Prices are typically $34 for Austin residents, and $70 for non-residents.  
Location: Recreation centers vary by zone. Check website for more information about 
summer, fall and winter sports. 
Phone: 512-978-2670 
Website: http://www.austintexas.gov/youthsports 
 

Free/  West Austin Youth Association 
Low Cost Summer sports offered range from basketball, to football, to dodgeball, to soccer, for 

boys and girls aged all the way from Pre-K to the 8th grade. Check website for specific 
seasons of sports offered, and for what age group. *Fall sports leagues are also 
accepting registrations. CHAMPS league for children with disabilities or special 
needs is also accepting registrations. 

  Location: 1314 Exposition Blvd. Austin TX 78703 
  Phone: 512-473-2528 

Website: https://www.waya.org/page/show/2610592-sports 
 
Free/  Sportball Austin 
Low Cost Hockey, soccer, football, baseball, basketball, volleyball, golf, tennis. Multi-Sport 

classes are the heart of Sportball programming, providing an amazing foundation for a 
lifetime of active living. Each week we practice a different sport, giving kids the 
opportunity to practice a variety of basic sports skills, like passing, shooting & scoring, 
throwing, catching and swinging. Contact the primary phone line for more information 
on what is offered at various locations. 

 Location: Various 
 Phone: 512-407-8814 
 Website: https://www.sportball.us/austin/about-programs/sports/multi-sport/ 
 

OTHER RESOURCES 
 

 Go to http://freefuninaustin.com/calendar/ to find a list of free upcoming events in the Austin 
area 

 Go to http://www.austintexas.gov/GIS/ParksWeb/ for an interactive map of Austin where you 
can find hiking trails, historical sites, and other recreational areas 

 Farmer’s markets are not only fun, eco-friendly, and delicious, but they are also very 
affordable! Go to http://www.edibleaustin.com/index.php/farmersmarkets for information about 
farmer’s markets and farm stands in the Austin area, including locations and hours 

 Austin Public Library has a schedule for youth events taking place in the city, typically for 
free or for low cost: http://library.austintexas.gov/events-for-youth  

o Stay cool and read over the summer at your local library: see Austin Public Library’s 
website to find a library near you: http://library.austintexas.gov/locations  
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AUSTIN’S POOLS: MAP 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
AUSTIN’S POOLS: SCHEDULE 

 
The Austin Parks & Recreation Aquatic Division operates 51 public pool facilities, which 
includes 7 municipal pools, 28 neighborhood pools, 3 wading pools, Barton Springs Pool, 11 
splash pads, and 1 rental facility (Commons Ford Ranch).  
 
*Many pools will close for the summer season on Sunday, August 24. Please check the 
schedule for your desired pool carefully when making your plans.* 
 
Below are the schedules for a few more popular pools. See this website for schedules of the 
pools not listed on the chart: http://www.austintexas.gov/pools 

 

Name Hours Location Phone 

Deep Eddy Pool March 30th – May 24th  
Weekdays 8am-8pm 
Weekends 10am-8pm 
May 25th – August 24th  
Daily 8am-9pm 

401 Deep Eddy Avenue 
Austin, TX 78703 

512-472-8546 

Bartholomew Pool Weekdays 2pm-7pm 
Weekends 1pm-5pm 

1800 E 51st St. 
Austin, TX 78723 

512-974-9332 

Barton Springs Pool Daily 5am-10pm 
*free admission before 
8am or after 9pm (no 
lifeguard on duty) 

2201 Barton Springs Rd.  
Austin, TX 78704 

512-867-3080 

Springwoods Pool January 1st – April 3rd 
Weekdays 5pm-8pm 
Weekends closed 
April 13th – June 5th 
Weekdays 5pm-8pm 
Weekends 1pm-6pm 
June 6th – August 23rd 
Weekdays 3pm-8pm 
Weekends 1pm-6pm 
August 24th – October 
31st  
Weekdays 5pm-8pm 
Weekends 1pm-6pm 

Forest North Park at 
13320 Lyndhurst St.  
Austin, TX 78729 

512-660-7421 

Big Stacy Pool 
* NO ENTRY FEE* 

March 14th-April 25th 
Weekdays 6am-8pm 
Weekends 12pm-7pm 

700 E Live Oak St. 
Austin, TX 78704 

512-445-0304 

 
 
 

Daily entry fees for all municipal pools in Austin: 
 

Age Group Resident Non-Resident 

Children under 1 year Free Free 

1-11 years $1 $2 

12-17 years $2 $3 

18-62 years $3 $4 

Seniors over 62 years $1 $2 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



Welcome to the Austin Public Library; check out a Branch near you! 
 

 

 

 


